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it concerns the property of Free Masons, it was 
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I recall that in tho Rottcrdam case the Reich Commissar had a con- 


with the General Vommissar, and th 
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zing with General Christiansen? 


Y 


i cannot say with certaint; I belicv 


© І мазь 


Чо you know what Seyss-Inquart said during that mootinc, what his 


є о 
Wiss 


the intention of tholchrmna 


‘dii 


shootines, 
persuade tho Vehriuacht == 


been fone over 


well? 
es, Mr. President, І just wished to sec whether the 


a document which I submitted to the Tribunale 


Pre 


to reexamine, Dr. Steinbauer? 


AUER: (Counsel for de ‘ondant Seyss-Inquart): I have no 


questions to put to the wit resident. 
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(The witness repeated tho oath.) 


THE PRYSIDENT: You may sit dowe 
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Ji LAUN 


iy of 194C, the Notherlands wore occupicd, were 
ceretary of thc Economic and Agricultural Ministry? 
ore I answer your question, I should like to that 


order not to dels; 


ame capacity, did ут ц direct the affairs of both ministri 


end of tho occupation? 


Reich Corr:issar, in th first confcrenco, told 
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ie Now we will speak of your ori department, Agriculture and Economy. 
id the Reich Commissar intorf:r in the administration of your ministry? 
in particular, did he relcase or transfer officials from tho Food Service? 


“e The Raich Commissar personally did not interferoe His officials 





otod to do so several timcs, but wo refused to let thom interfere. 
Qe А so-called State Political Secretariat of the NSB existed. Did it 


have any influence on the Administr-tion? 


e According to the order of the Reich Commissar, this State Political 


^ مله‎ * 2 - ^ Y ^ 3 л م‎ - ~ "^ КА iat ^ h 1 э ? T 
Secretariat had no influcneo on tho Netherlands Administration. However, I 
should like to add thot throuzh the am ointment of the NSB Goncral Scerctaries 
later, such irflucneo took placo in various departments, though not in mg 


| Did the Reich Commissar have thc head of tho Food Sorvice, Laues == 


сіле hostile to the “ermans == retained in the interest of 


^. I believe that tho Netkerl-. ^з officials, who had been left behind 


nm L . - + 
bh the Government, in general had the samo attitude as Mr, Laves However 
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^. This was reported to me by “re von dor "ense at that time. 
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ĉe “hen the trade economy was reorganized, was this done b: order of the 

Reich Oc-missar or by the General S.0retary? 

“se no reorganization of the trade economy was carricd out on the basis 

of an order siened by mc, although “lere was oriminally a draft, which was to 
by the Reich Commissar. I refused this, boosusc I was of the 


Pinion thet this was a Putoh affair, and if the order was sicnsd by mo the 


Qe The ich Commissar organize? apr'eulture in the socalled Londstand. 


Die this Lenéetand receive any exc utive powers? 
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А Ihe “andstand had received no executive powers. I should like 
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to add that, in a personal talk, I advised the Reich Commissar not to form 
the Landstand, 

Q Was the so-called Service Obligation Regulation, or Ücnseri,iiun 
Regulations put into force to a great extent, or at all, in the Netherlands? 

AS fu. as I know, the Conscription Order was put into force 

only to a slight extent in the Netherlands, but more for the deportation of 
Dutch workers to Germany. 

Q In this drive to remove meubers of the population who were 
capable of military service, especially from Rotterdam and the Hague =- who 
carried out this drive? 


A what drive do you mean? 


Q ^o remove members of th: population capable of military service 


in 1911, 

А This drive was carried out by Wehrmacht, 

Q Did the Reich Commissar weaken this action, by making exemptions, 
particularly in your department? 

48 for issuing exemptions, or release slips, I hesrd very little 
of this at the time, 

^he shipyards and dock insltallations in Rotterdam and amster- 
dam were to be blown up. “о you know the attitude of the “eich "ommissar 
on this sub ject? 

A I know only, from statemoits of the deputy of the Reich "omn- 
issar, “oelkers, in "otterdam, that he objected to these measures, in speak- 
ing to the Wehrmacht. 

DR, STEINBAUERs: Mre President, I must remark that “oelkerst 
afficavit has not yet crived, and that is why I am putting this question to 
this witness, 

BY DR. STEINBAUERs 

Q Po you confirm the fact that an action of the Reich Commissar 
reduced by about 100,000 hectares the area which was to be flooded, 

A I know that through the intervention of the Reich "omnissar, or 
his office, the area which was to be flooded was reduced, though I do not 
know the exact oxtent. That was particularly in 1933. 
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expross any opinion nt all to me during the war. 
Did you not learn from any other source what point of view Funk had 
istion to be taken in gard to the clearins debts? 

І know from variotis reports and from publications during thot time 
that tho Germans revresented these clearin: debts as actucl nobts, 
ncvor bolic-.^ this; and if one saw the development when this ocntral clearin 
wis organized curi the war as on expert on national cconomics, could res 
that these debts could not reprosert any actual value, In the course of the 
war they rose t: more thon 42,000,009,000 m.rkse “he pres’ ‘ent of tho Putch 
bank, who was appointed by SeysseInquart, i: his annial reports compared the 


mound sterlinre © in Holland lau-* no Loe 


Hirschfeld, you just spoke of a president of the Dutch State 
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ScysseInquart, I believe that was Mre Rost von Torninccon? 


"unk, who was the Prosicc 
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practically *he same questicn as we hove sady said we cid not want to hear 
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THE WITNESS: It is necessary +o know that, at the suggestion of the 
Reich Commissar and Dre Fischbocck, == although it wus known that we in the 
Nethcrlands considered Post von Tonninren a traitor -- he was promoted. hen 
Tripp was forced to resign, Wohltat, the German Commissar, told mo that this 
mattor was discussed in Borline 

THE FRESIDENT: + think what you were arked wis whether Funk tried to 
get Tripp appointed to the presidency of the Dutch Bank when this other man 
was appointed by ScysseInquarte Do you know? 

J4ITNZSS: І only know from Wohltat that Funk attempted to do so and 
that Gocrinr made tho decision in anothor way at the suggestion of the cich 
Commissar ond Dr. Fischboocks 


BY DR. SAUTIR: 


б. апу. ou confirm that Funk attempted to have the Dutchman, Dr. 
0 э ү ЕД 


Tripp, retained as president 
I presume that on tho basis of a report from "ohltat, 
DR. SAUTER: І have no more questions, 


THE PRESITENT: Is there any cress exw ination? 


at nature wore thc orders which the Dutch government left you 
when the rovernment left for Eneland? 

There were written instructions by the Dutch governmont for all 
Netherlands officials of the administratic: These instructions were based on 
the 5apuo rules for lan? warfarce 

But these orders therefor did not imperil the German Army? 

Noe 

"ill you then please ох» if you are capable of doing so, why 
Holland had ^» exceptional resime ince immédintely after the invasion 
Holland had n Gauleiter, which wn case for Holland alone in all tho 

estern countries? 

fe had the appointment of a Reich Commissar who was chief of the 


civilian administration in th Netherlandse ie considered this anpointment to 
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Bub were these payments theresult of one of these conditions? 


I noted the capitulation conditions of May 1940 which cid not men- 
+1 п occupation costs, 
“hat is the danave sustained by Holland, following the lo ting cf 
the ineans of production, such as stocks, machinery, ships, and so forth. 
It is extremely difficult to give an exact figure because in a period 
sec upaticon,it could not be figured out. But, after the German capitula- 
ion, the NetherlandsGovernmert applicd to the Repatriation Comittee in 
Faris, and reported the sum cf 25,000,000,000 gilders as 


This would include 8,500,000,000 occupational costs which I mentioned. 
11 contained in theDutch report? 


Sr. Fresicent, certainly note 


eysseIngusrt's attitude ange during the occupation? 

I should likes to make c ear cisti: n in regard 
of view after the fall cf 191 nd in the firs oureand one-half ycarse 
aftcr the fall of 194 he was much more interested in the Netherlands! 
interest than previcuslye 

JDeforo being the General Secretary of the varicus administr- tions 
which you administered during the German occupation, you werehead of the 
Foreign Trade in Holland, and 
negotiations and in prrticular, ул 


nomic questions concerning Hol 


believe I first met lire Schacht in 1933 at the World Economic 
Conferonce in London. 
During your negotiati ns with Schosoht, were you nct lod to ask him 
to restrict the reearmament of Germany which was ruining her credit? 


If І am to astnver this qu;stion, I must go back to а talk in 1936 
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n 


when I was in Berlin. Мг. Schacht spoke on the basis of Trade Treaty not tiae 


1; June 1946= MR _7-2 huna 


tions. In this talk, the international financial situation cone up because 
there were vari. vr currency evaluations at that time, theFrench franc, the 
Swiss franc, and the Dutch gulden and tho situation of German currency was 
ciscussede Sehict, when I voiced my critisism, siad, "How would you do it?" 

I said I could only give hin my private Opinion, then I asked if 
Germany which was being discussed at that time, should take up more inter 
niti nal loans, and if so, whether Germany would bc ready to take the cone 
Sequences if theinterests and anortizaticns meant that the importation of raw 
materials would be reduced, and if so, that this would have an unfortunate 
effect on the employment and on the rcearmament. Would Germany be willing to 
accept such consequences? If so, in my privato opinion in 1936, it should 
be international loans. If not, thon such a discussion would have little 
point, 

Then Schacht gave we his opinion, That Germany needed reearnament, 
in order tc be cqu^l t the other great powers in international politics, 
Only on such a t sis cculd one negotiatee Апа Schacht said to me in his 
own ironical way, "I want а big and strong Germany апа to achieve thot, I 


would even ally myself with the devil." 


In the course of this discussion, Schacht asked a few questi-ns. 


First, he wanted tc clear up the currency question, and then he wanted to 
clear up the colonial questicne On the colonial questi п, he said to me that іп 
his opinion, it wos possible for Germany to take on the eclonics again, and to 
pt the attitude not to arm these col nies, or not to sct up any naval bases 

theres If such а policy was to be texen up, he belicved thatGerman 
economic and foreign policy could be changed. Then Schacht told ne that he 
did not approve of the antie-Sonitic tendoney in Germany. He gave me examples 
of his atüitud.s toward anti-Seuitiss, Не rejected ite І way add one 
example here that he gave me, an exauple cf a certain Kaces, who was Lrime 
nister of 3runswick. 

That ie of no interest whatcvere Schacht told you he had defended 
tho Jewse 

Now, about this staff, the General Staff. Wasn't it the Goncral 
Staff wh gave the order to have these raids слггіса on in Rotterdam? 
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Оң» LTERNSEH: Мр, President, If I understood the question correctly, 


ll June i19ló6-:-—DnR-7-3 Апа 


the witness was asked about the changes against the High Command. I object 
to this question for the following reasons: 

4S Defense Counsel for the General Staff and the OKY, the decision 
of the court promulgated on the Sth cf June, prohibited the questioni 
witness or cross-oxaunin^tion of witnessessesee If I an not allowed to 
witnesses, then the Prosecution must rot be allwwed to question them since 
the rules must be the sane for Prosecution and Defense. 

I therefore will forcgo my questicne 
I didn't hear what 


* 


I seid, Mre President, that I will forego my q 


about tho General Scaff, snd I have two vore questions about Seyss-Inqu^rt. 


on, Me Dubcst. 


-Inqu^rt give the order іс have raids carried cut in all 
the large Dutch cities 
Not to my knowledces 


rders for the roundups t 


raids were carrie’ ut by the German “chrmecht. From whom the 
rcers care I don't know. It is cnly known that in Rotter ‘an, this raid == I 


believe it was =n ll Novembo Sul: == was carricd 


mander in totterdan, vh 


Jut, didn't Seyss-Inq 
г for work in Germany? 

Ihe qc: sti n is nct clear. 

was it ScysseInguart who had the childre iken away from the 


pital and sent them towrk in the service |f Germany? 


From my wn experiences f know nothing about thise 


Children wh. were recalled by soldiers іп certain cf the SS units, 


n Seyss-Inqvart!s ofders? 
that the SS in the Netherlands recalled so ldierse 


ins and handbills, it was 
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ho pledged himself nct to use chemical products mace in Holland 


ll June lol6-pMR-i-7-l Ahuna 
for war? Was it ScysseInqart who hac pled:.d himself nct to üo sc? 
Д І beg your pardon, 
who had pledged himself n-t to use for warfare the chemical products 
in Holland and to have themreserved nly for Lutch agricultural purposes? 
This is the questicn of the nitrogen fertilizer. 
los, 


48 for the nitrogen fertilizer, from the beginning the prom! se was 


made that the nitr gen fertilizer in the Netherlands would only produce arti- 


ficial fertilizere This was done already in the middle of august, 1944, when 
instructi ns came that the nitrogen fertilizer industry wis to change its pro- 
duction over to exnlssives. These instructi ns had been issued by an office 
of the Reichs C. .issar. Tt was signed by a certain ifr. 2rockc, 

Thereapon, aftcr I had spoken to an official of the industry I 
attempted t^ speak to Seyss-Inoucrt personally on this matter and to inter- 
vonce І was given the answer by his ..jutant that he had already made his 
decision and that I ccul} establish contact with Viebich, the roypresentative 
of Speer in theNetherlan’s. I Ciscussed the matter with Vicbich and told 
him that theNetherlands industry anc the Netherlands labcr could not wrkon 
explosives e 

IHE PilSIDEN Me Uubost, can't this question be answered a little more 
shortly? The questi n is, did Seys -Inquart promise that chemic2ls should be 
used, I suppose on the land in Holland and nct for purposes in the Reich? 
isn't that the qucsti n? 

BY 6 2UBOST: 
. have heard what Lr, President has said. Will you kinecly try 
briefly? 
Ve had .ae promise that only artificial fertilizer would bo pro- 
Cucede Then the demand was made фо produce cxplosives. 

THE PRESIDENT: Me Dub we don't want it all sain. Can't ycu 
get the question answerec? 

ә LUBOST: I didn't understand the answer cf the witness, iir. 
Presidente It didn't come through. 

THE FhRESIDENT: Well, we will adjourn. 


(4 recess was taken) 
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Me DUBOST: With the permission of the Tribunal, I shall ask two or 


three questions. 


Q Witness, do you know under rat conditions and for what reasons the 


newspaper at the Hague was destroyed "y the commissioners of the Reich? 
Л Yese 
Q Can you tell us? 

Yes Тһе newspaper at tho Hague was destroyed because the workers 
of the papor refused to publish an article which spoke against the railroad 
strike, an ^rticlo which had been compiled by the Reich Press Sections That 
was the reason for refusing to publis- it, 

Q It was ‘estroyed by moans of dynamite, was it not; the buildings 
and machinery were blown up, wero they not? 

The cquipment was blown up; yes, with dynamite. 

DR. STEINBAUER (Counsd for defendant Seyss-Inguart)s: 

I have no further questions to put to tho witness. 


THE PRESIDENT: The witness can retiree 


permission of the High Tribunal, I should 

like to call my last witness to the witness stand, rnst Schwebele 

ERNST AUGUST SCHVEBEL, a witness, took the stand and testified as 
follows: 
BY THE PRESIDENT; 

Q Will you state your full name, please? 

Ernst August Sehwobol, 

Q Will, u repeat this oath after mo: 

I swear by God, tho Almighty and Omniscient, that I will speak tho pure 
truth and will withhold and add nothl:ng., 

(The witness repeated the oath) 

THE PRESIDENT: Y ou may sit dorme 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY DR. STEINBAUER: 

Q Witness, what functions dic you have before you assumed scrvicc 


in the Netherlands? 
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A I was Oberverwaltungszcrichtsrat at the Ad§inistrative Court. 

Q When did you come to the Netherlands? 

A On 18 May 1910. 

Q Is it truc that, beginning with June 1910, you were the delegate 
or plenipotentiary of the Reich Commissar in the province of South Holland, 
including the cities of the Hague and Rotterdam? 

A Yese 

q In thi^ capacity, as plenipotentiary for this province, did you 
have constant contact with the Dutch adiinistrativo authorities in this 
province and with the local authorities? 

Д Тез, 

Q ро you know how many of the mayors in the province were left in the 
office -- loft from the Royal regime, that is? 

à At the end, about one half to two thirds. 

Q Did the Reich Commissar lesve tho officials of the province and 

local government, or did ho cha 

А Мо, he made but few changes == very fewe Shall I discuss these 


changcs? 


Q Yes, but brief} e Perhaps you can just cite tho reasons for the 


changes e 
THE FRESIDT!T:. Dre Steinbauer, the changes have already beon stated 
by other witno. °, have they not, and have not been cross-examined to, Is 
that right? Did not Seyss-Inquart stato the changes, and they were not 
cross-examined to? 
DR. STEINBAUEE hen I shall turn to another question, 
STEINBAUER: 
Q Is it true that in thc second half of the усаг 19) a state of 
emergency was declared? 
Yes, оп! Decembcr, to the cxtent of 30 kilometers, 
And the security powers wure turned over to the i/chrmacht? 
Yes, but this transition did not take place on the basis of the 


rogulation declaring this state, but for military reasonse 


Q On the basis of military developments? 
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А Yes, on that basis, 
О Is it true that at tho beginning of the year 1945 special commandos 
of the Reich Fuehrer SS Himmler began to place time bombs in the public 


buildings of your province, just in case of an evacuation of this territory? 


A As far as these special commandos of Himmler's were concerned, I 


know nothing about theme I know only one case in which an Oberleutnant 
appeared, but I believe that that was prior to the time you mentionede He 
wanted to take such steps. I immediately got in touch with the Reich Commissar 
and the Conmander in Chief of the Wehrmacht, and I learned that no ono of the 
gentlemen there knew anything about anything of this nature. Then, on the 
request of the Reich Commissar, this Oberleutnant was told to cease his activity 
and to take up the bombs which he had already planted and put them awe; сллїп 


and to leave immediatels I know of no other cases like that. 





WU ШИ 


Do you know that disturbances arose in the Gan on the bh cis of the 
So-c2l.ed drive for those who were fit for military service, to take them into 
the Reich? 

Yes; the Wehrmacht was carrying through this c 
They раа a delegate of Minister Skubi's, in his cap‘city 
for Total Warfare. “his man had been in the бом, anc speei:.l afencicc had 
beer. set up in the provinces. “he director cf this agency in the Geu carried 
thes: matters through incorrectly; he carried them through rather harcily, 

Theycupon I discussed this matter with the Reich vommiss гз and he 
ir edat ly got in tcgüeh withthe commancing general anc had this officer re- 
placed im: sdiatély. 

“o you know anything about the fight with the resistance movement 
in your srovince? 

The resistance movement was coubattcd through the Security Police 
in connection with the Wehrnsshte What I know is not fron my own experience 
in ас inistration, but, rather, it is knowledge Treesived through my connection 
with these agencies, Fre: these scurces I Клон that the resistance movement 
approached 50,000, perhaps; that is an estirate, Thesb were peopl. who were 
to be apprehended, By that І do rot mean that they wer. people wh. were 
acting constantly or who were organized in апу wey. 

3 Do you know that the Reich Üommicsar started a food drive fcr 
200,^20, Dutch children? 

Yes, I know that he introduced this step. 

You were an eye and eap vitnaoos of the attempt on the part „Г 
SeysseIn art to end the var prer:tursly. "111 you tell us br.ofly how 
connecti з were carried out with the representati a of the General Staff 
Officer c? Eisenhower? 

In the beginning of &pril, in the year 1245, wir. von de Flicht 
approachec me. Не was the leader of ts so-called IKO. That was an allied 
church council for tne svoport cf food problems. 

Q "itness, р1еаг г speak slowly, and 4 littl. more clearly. I cannot 
understand you even in tre Carman language, wnf$ch you are speakin-, 


І was approached by Mr, von der Wicht, who was the director of an 


int-r-church group, which wanted tc supply the popul tion vith foocstuffs, I 


1^ 


we Lak. ы m 
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know hir >eeause of thate Не told me that he was acting on behalf of the 
Dutch Go. vnment in London, Не vut the question tc me whether the Reich 

Commissar -uld be ready to negotiate with him--that is, von der ‘Flicht. 

Three questions were mentioned which he wanted to discuss: First, = more 

extensive food supply for the Netnerlands people through the Allies; secondly, 
the stopping of floodings; : па third, the stopping of the combatting of 

the resistance movement. 

I immediately got in touch with the Reich Commissar anc he immediately 
declared himself ready. Then, tw. cays : i we dealt with Yre von der 
Flicht and another representative. 

THE PRESIDENT: Witness: the yellow light means that you ге going 
tco f.st, you see. So, when you see the yellow light, со a little more slowly, 

T HE WITNESS: Yes, sire 

THE PRESIDENT: You vers tolling us what Seyss -Incuart did. 

A(C atinuing) Yes. Seyss-Ingu:rt ceclared aimself ready іс negotiate 
cSout th. се questions immediately, = discussion then took pl:ce between us 
and Mr, ^ der Flicht and another representative of the Dutch Government in 
Londen, лаф was Junker, That is, this discussion took place amon the 
four of use 

On this occasion wa agreed, first of al about one point, to the effect 
that any combatting of the resistance movement was to be stopped, and the 
resistance group, on i'tspart, was to dispense with sabotage. 

secondly, the Reich Commissar declared himself ready to see that a gener- 
ous suppiyfor the population wul be take» eure of, апо t stop the fldodings, 
However, there were to be more det^ils? nogotiati rs, 

Tae outcome of this discussion was carried over ‘> London, and we had two 
Dutch people transported to LUnd: ^, Then, after there nad been negotiations 
pro and eon, we received an incuiry from London as to whether the Reich 
Ccormissc ^ was ready to work with the Commander in Chief, Gcneral Bisenhover, 
and dea. with him about these questions, The immediate answer was "yos", 

Ther ‘роп; first of all, on the 26th of april, I crcssed the front line 
: Ammers: ord, and there I briefly negotiated with 3e 1 Sir Francis Gencard, 


who was the Chief of the General Staff of liela Marshal 4ontzomery. 
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Thereupon, first of al] on the 26th of april, I crossed the front line 


‘at ammersford, and there I briefly negotiated with General Sir Francis Gengard, 


tas the Chief of tne General Staff of Field Marshal Montgomery. 
You don't ne.- any more detail abovt it, do you? 


agreed that another 


Re SIBINBAUER? 
Witness, we are not really c.acerned with the details. не 
concerned with the results of this conversation, and how it worked out 
of the Dutch 
Yes. This discussion tock place on the 30th of april, betweer 
maiissar anû the Chir ^ne General Staff of General Eisenhower, 
vho was General Beecle-Smith. In this -iscussion the Reich Commissar acreed 


comr'otely to the wishes of General Bee le-Smith, A very generous supply for 
the Dutch population-- 
(Interposing) s ` he said he agreed with the 


demands of General Beecle-Guith, surely that is all; ant, isn't it? 


like t« 


months 


situation wa 
the Dutch 
because the welfare work could take plac 
anc rivers and lakes o fotue n. Thi supply and health work 


rts to take place, there had 


place, but in fact we did have an 


arulstice, anc the population, at that time, immediately had the benefits of 





IT 


DR, STEINBAUER: Mre President, I have no further questions of this 


lh June=i-Pi=10=1-"41liams 


witness, 

THE WITNESS: May I just make a few remarks, Mr, President? 

THE PRESIDENT: If counsel has finished examining you, we do not want any 

remarks, 

Do any other counsel wish to ask ouestions? 

(Nc 

THE PRE NT Is there any cross examination? 

CROSS ЕХА INATION 
BY MR. DEF 

Q ‘itness, you sp a short while асо of the negotiation s which 
you und 4elegates ofthe government London, аре you aware of the 
fact that these delegates, before undertakings the negotiations with the Reich 
commissar in April, 1915, ic dom as a condition that no more people would 
be shot by any German person having civil or military authority unless that 
person was first judged by а proper court? 

Yese 
AS a further question, cid those delega 
ar whether the SS would conform to the conditions 
would put an end to the hostilities? 

A Yes, “hat actually took place. «After that time, nothing was 
uncertaken against the resistance moveme:.t; no steps were undertaken, Nothing 
was undertaken there against the resistance movement from that period of time, 

Q Very godd, Is it correct t say that the Reich commissar replied, 
in his capacity of Oberzruppenfuehnrer of the SS, that he was in a position 
to impose upon the SS, and to assure himself that they would observe the 
conditions of this accord, and that he could answer for it? 

^n agreement in its true sense, on these conversations-< 

Q (Interposing) No, no, wait a minute, please, I am 
whether the Reich Commissar made thot reply to the nezctia 
delegates of the London government? 

A He said he was Obergruppenfuehrer cf the SS as well, and in that 


capacity һе was to see to it that the SS would comply with this agreeme 


Q I thank youe The last question is this: Dic you know a Kiehl? 
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He was a functionary of the Reich goverment == i-I-E-H-L? 
Kiehl? 
Xieul 
KeI-2-H-L? 
Kel-E-H-L. 
Yes, I know him. 


In April, 1915, he received instructions tc flood the 


Mre Kiehl, to my knowledge, did not give cut any 
Kiehl was an expert on water works, anc he was а very good expert, 
orders for the flooding could be given only by the highest military authority, 
and that was General Blaskowitz. 

DR, LATERNSER: (Counsel fcr tho General. Staff anc the ОКИ) 
resident, I object tothe questioning cf this witne з, 
using this testimony again to charge anc accuse the OK. In the ob jection 
I mentioned previously, І said that if I may not questicr. the witnesses tc 
exonerate, th.^ the other sile sh:ulc not be permitted the corresponding right, 
eithsr. І ask that the last stat nent be stricken from the record, 

i.e DEBENEST: І beg your parcong 

ТТЕ PRESIDENT: What cid you say, Me Debenest? 

M. DEBENEST: Mr, President, I merely wanted to say that if I asked this 
question, it is following the information thst wis riven to mc, where there 
was no question of the army, but of the instructions that were given by a 
civil servant of the Reich commissar, Therefore, I n.t underst^nd the 


interjection of the counsel; 
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and І did not kno. by any means whether the witness was going to tell me 
whicher the Apmy was responsible when I was talkine 
THE PRESIDINT: You may asx the question. 
BY i, DEBENE 
"ill you »roceed? 


re Kichl wa: the hydrostatic engineer for the Reich commissare But 
at the same time, he was a hydostatic engineer under the  chrmacht cormander- 
inechicf. He belonged to both o acco agencies, but as an expert only. 
Howover, he was a very fine expe ut he could not give any instructions 
or orders. 
Зе Please answer directly yes or noe Yes or no, did Kichl transmit the 
order to flood the feeringer Mecr? 
Mr. Kichl? Noe He could not have done that. 
I am not asking you whether he fave the order; I am: ing whether 
he transmitted Е °з orders 
I know absolutely nothing abou hat І do not know how far ir, 
as involved in this ordor, 
You do not know, thoroforc? That is sufficiente 
that was thc interest at that tixe in floodinc the ‘cerinrer Meer? Did 
not people think that tho war was over? 
then the 'oeringor Moor was flooded, the war had not been 
Гайса, and these agroomonts hi not been concluded, cithere “hen the 


‘coringer Meer region was floodod == aud I found this out from military mon -- 


there was tho danger that an aoriol landine at tho terrain of thc eccingor 


Meer would take place, p would be a unicn so th t Fricslond and North 
nd would be connected, and it would be in enemy handse That w 
iuthoritios considered this floodin: посеѕѕогу, 
І was told. 
But was 't the war considered as being lost for Germany in Holland? 
Noe At that time, it was not considered loste At any rate, we had 


on army which was defending us; ола it st ıd its orders to dofond, and had 


to carry out that order def ond There was the danger that this landing 





14 June-)'-GES-10-2a 


would take place. 


M. DEBENEST: That sufficos, 


REDIRE 


STEINBAUER (Counsel for th 


I would not have to put 
prosceutor ha? not broached a 
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that? 
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have no further questions of this wite 


concluded my 
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submittsd tc > tigh Tribunal. 
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letter of tho Catholic bishops, conccrning 
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apostolic letter, the attitu of the 
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In order to save time, I should like 


of this 


judicial notice 


‘ESIDENTs Yese 
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DR, S ا‎ 
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boliovo I am justified in putting ny motion in this manncr,. 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I don't think so. Tho Tribuncl would wish to 
have your motion in writin;; in accordance with the rule of the Triimnal. 

Now tho Tribunal will continue with the casc 2;2inst the cefondant 
von Papen, which I belicve is next, 

Di. KUBUSCHOK: І га beginning with my presontation of 


behalf of my client, von Papen, by callin, the cefencent von Papon 


Fiu.NZ VON PAPEN, 2 witness, took the stand snd tostifioc лз f llows: 


THE PRESIDENT: 
Q Will you state your full name, 
Franz von Papen, 


Will you repeat the osti 
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I swear by God, the Almighty ond Ormiscient, that I will speak 
pure truth and will withhold and add notiulnge 

(The witness mpeated the: onthe) 

THE PRESIDENT: You may sit dowe 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 

BY DR, KUBUSCHOE: 

Q Please give tho High Tribunal, briefly, à picture of your life, 
emphasizing especially the period of time in w ich you e6ntorod po: 

In ordor to describe my life bric 


those points which to me seem ossontial for tho High Tri! bunal to fora 
judgnont of my personality and how they influoncod ny life ond ру political 
attitude and opinione 

was born on soil which has boon in tho possossion of my family for 


nino hundred years, І grow up in a conservative home on conservative 


oha 


principles whichunite a personmost c y with his homo soil and with his 
inco my family ?or a thousand years has been a support and a 
grow up inthis tradition as wolle 
second son tnd I was to enter a military caroor. At the age 
of eighteen I become a lioutenent ina cavalry begimont ond I wont == 
RES IDEN: lon't think you gavo us the date of your birth, 
of your birthe 
9th of October, 1878, 
PRESIDENT: You have told us you joined a cavalry regimont at the 
ightcone 
Important for my developmont -- 
KUBUSCHOK: There may be a misunderstanding. At the age of 
ightoon he entered it, Not in1918, but at tho ago of ocightoon, 
Yos, I soid so, 
Important formy development was my marriago with a doughtof of а 
Saar industrialist hoimrat von Koch. Tho relatives of this family 
brought me in contact with попу French ond Bolgian families ond through that 
I gathored an intimate knowledge of tho spiritual and cultural factors of 


countrios. All of thoso factors made a very livoly ond vital 


ossionon me, and boyinning with this poriod of 
11715 





14 June e lla - 2 = Prico 


. havo 


be, nomoly, that France an 


mortr^ onemicse І felt hownvch th 


tual basis 


on 2. 
hompoz de 


gradua 


the yoars that followed I 


acador;, and in 1913, after I had 


into tho Gonoral Staff, At tho ond of 


Inporisi jesty, Tho Kaisor, I 


cshington and Moxicoe In this capacity, 


accomps..ios tho UeSele Exp dit 


Cruz bocauso of tho incident at Torpicoe. 


tho cutbroak of tho First World 


«v my post in Washingtone 


: 3 


This period is of comprehensive 


Our wor, which was carriod on 


pplying of our onomics wit 1 


ropaganda, which was foster 


оз of Gormany voro 


ost and by all moons, to cccuso 


VS 
daU 


the cnd of 


novor triod to rectify and cor 


propse.ganda Zollowod until 


mo 


its sto. upon moe In or?o 


the Lehigh Valley Cory 


that thoir claim aga: 


was justified, ond that I, 


»"nl1osion which had taken placo in tho 


yoars aftor І had loft the Unite 


d 


І an just mentioning this 


honor 


Nernst 


1 mo with titlos nas 


5 


uch as cor 


n 
эм 


prot.” namos; for this propaganda is tho 


person ity, and somet ing which 


; PRESIDENT: І think thet would i 


taken until 


becn c onvinced of how wrong 


ч . 
Gormany he. 


&л 
UO 


was appointed i 


Lonory Corps, thich w 


signifi 


ye 


ОП 


also 


yoor 1917, 


E 
Spy s 


ШЇЇ! 


political attitude 


QD x:oasoivos 


өм considering t 


vooplos had to offer each othor 


peseoful с. volopmont was not 


à from the Kriogsakadorio, war 


five ycars, 
at the command of 


ülitary ittache 


in tho summer of 1914 


e 
o 


as dispatchod to Vora 


Ir 


na of 1915 


I romainod 


to ry political 11ѓо, 


gninst tho uni lator 


to a heat.d propaganc 


Ot да. ө 


tho milis 


Зо cast suspiotos thon 


upon 


| of illogcl acts and especially 


9675080 


I regret to sayt 


this 


ropagands, put 


untll today ond it improssed 


b of و50‎ осо, 000, 


z, had crusod an 


Jthor words, two 


Sinco this propaganda 


Chief plot.or", ond othoi 


background for tio judging of my 


1952 when I entered public life, 


onvoniont t:i10 to break off, 
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1 


hen in November, 1918, after negotiating with Atatuerk on the renoval 
of the Gorman-troops, wo received the news of the collanse of the German Army 
of the abdication of the Gorman Kaiser. This fact meant for me not only 


[ 


loss of the ware hc whole world had collapsed for mo. Thc German 
Reich had collaps.d from a thousand years' development and everything thet 
believed in had been plunged into an unforseenble futurce + dec 

to draw the conclusionse 

After my return to Germany, I asked for and receive my resignation from 
the Armye І went home where I rented a modest agricultural holding. There I 
was on traditional soil and devoted myself to home tasks. Wow farmer friends 
entrusted me with the adninistration of their community affairse  Thoy chose 


1 


honorary major and in 1923, thoy sont me to the Prussian Parliament. 
hen I was requested to ĉo this, I decided not to join the Richt, the 
National Party, but tho contr: Porty, thc Zentrum, and tho decisive 

conviction th^t in this party I coul? do morc 


tors than orongst the conservativese At the same 


> - P» + * 
rcprosontoc the principles of a Christian concept 


belonged to Parliament wer filled with 


ә 


public internally. In the Zontum Р 
represented the consorvative i^cns of my agricultural electorse I onde 
to make this Party, which in Prussia had formed a 1lition with the Left, 


-- 


form a coalition with the Richt also Thus I wanted to form an o uilibrium 
q 


from the tonsion of which National Socialism was borne 


At this time also I tried to remove o discriminations against Germany 


reaching a better undor= 
the Gorman=French Study 
ommittee which had bein foun а by the Luxembourg industrialist 
contained a larzo number of o standing mon of both c untrics. 
conferences unitod ne with tl formations of both 
well known leader, Colonel Pie 


congresses of German-French Catho 
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mot in Paris nnd Berlin, All of thos; 


of a deeper knowledge and comprehension of 


This realization of mino ws Strcngthened when, after 1929, I m 


Saar which was, at that time, under 
Germans accepted tho Young Plan, and I asked Mr. 
thorough question without pleboscite with M 
the opinion that a 


resentment and 


clection 


arose 


conquered 
Such л burden, and unte 
internal tension, 
bogan the politienl croup for whi 
and hero I should like to 
said that tho cefens: 
Roichsiarshal Gocring presented 
I am not 
will be of the other Ger 


n ^ E 
Cnse 


DR. KUBUSCHOK: In tho questioning of 
into detail on the events and 


Y 


of tho Gorman П h in 


2258 $a 
own Dasic ido 5, 
nim PLO ттүгот 
THE PRESIDENT: 


coment of that 


interneti-nal controle 
Stresemann to 
г. Bruening because 
эге community sj than a decision brought 


struggle carried on with passion on both sides. 


ny's new Cemoerntic Рс 


Ahuna 


ШШ 
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efforts were directed toward the sim 


our two countrics, 


ved to the 
Then in 1929 the 
uncertrke a 


І was always of 


voluntary mutual solution of this question woul? leave less 


about by an 
Unfortunately, this 
which affocted conquerors 


not able to cone with 


Tribunal, 
m r1 > н 
the Tribunal has 
the dofendant 


SCUSE 


ional Socialism fully. 


Socialism horce Ny 


ich Chanecllor 


refers to tho timo, 


program completely 
program arising from Panen's 


period also, 


га! 
not proper for Counsel to токе a 


witness by 


not to formulate the 
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ОТТ 


е want to hear the answers from the wit: 


Di. KUBUSCHOK: lr. Prosidont, I 


point out that this 


bc discussed for better unc rst 


> 1111 
you from eliciting the evidence, 


facts yourself, 


‘itness, will you explain to tho Court what the situation was in 


when Hindenburg called you to form a cabinet on 





Misc NOR me IT 


Before I answer this questi i, Will you please permit mne, My Lord, 


t 


as one of thelast chancellors cf the rich, t^ make a brief statement on 
the government formed by me? o what extent the Charter of the Court in 
sur opinion applies to the different -overnments of the Reich will later be 


-eveloped by one of the other Counsel, 


If the Indictment concers "y activity а s Reich Chancellor in 1932; 


25 


І assume that this is in order to get a clear, historically accurate pic iuie 
of the developments and a dgment cn т otal personality. “or this r.ascn, 
I wi ll coment | this part of the accusati п, 

I muststate here decisively that this cabinet of 193 governed 
according to its bes nowlečge and e nseience under the c nstitution and 
under tho emergency powers of tho President, at a time cf a most Severe 
internal eecn mie depressicn, 

It is an historical fact that tho activity of 
justify tho sli;htos Suspicion of erime in 


believe I must make this state 


ministerial cc lleacues anc, 
Hindenburg, the last creat historicial fizur 
ruming, my predecessor in ffice, 
2% oxpoctati-ns. 
mic crisis, the cust ons 
luction and trade almost completely at a 
;Ssary raw materials, incrcasi 
s World deprcssi n leadin bankruptey 
h ener.eney ceerecss that is, by mneesided legislative 
empties the treasury, is 
unproductive, and no sol ag 2 the 


ereat unenployne 


Topi 


the radical parties аге incre asing splitting up of the 


nes its heicht e „ast iicic ag election, there жого 
Liter the war, we had ll hoped thet we might be able build up 
orderly democracy in Germ 
‘cimar Constitution had given the Gorm 
not correspond to its political iimturity. 


Constituticn made the mistake of givin; 
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ine old Zismarck Constitution, t 
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om t in the presidential electi n in 
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DR, KUBUSCHOK: I should like to correct а nistz'ko nade 
by the witness, Ho Spoke of tho "SS", and neant "SAU. 
SS at t. :t tino. 
I rczcr to Docunent l, Pago 3, resarding a statenent of the 
concern: 1g the removal of tho prohibition against the 
The President points out that he decreed the lifting of this 
prohibition under the condit..on that there would be no acts of 
Violencs іп the futuro. He says furthornore that he was dotornuinol 
with all constitutional noans at his dispo 
violations of any kind if this oxpectation was not fulfilloa, 


BY DR. KUBUSCHOK: 


Q Vill you, witness, пако a briof Statesiont concerning 


your от?огЪз in tho c.urse of tho Lousanno Conferonee in Juno, 


1732, which hoà such a &roat influonco 


erzission to zo somewhat nore in detail abou 
tru result was closely connectot with tho 
onornous 212 o of tho NSDAP inzoüictcl thorc:ftor. This con- 
erence had 
to avolish- reparations, 

But I vant t Lousaane with Dany i 01 and hopes. The 
Abolition of Pepar'ticns was, so to Speak, ғ ause jugee*, But 
what was no ysarc was to help Gernany moral Cisconfort, if 
Europe was to fi an orderly tost, 
hac папу reason 
had Seen robt^sdü 
the Corridor, 

Political doveloprent 
elonca$., ar. the oxtrenists inereasec in ovory diroction, 

if thore was to be a conrerence, thon, not only dii 

parations .ucstion have to ve Solved, which 


positive лога} cic had to codo. My prorran waa the 


of the sovoreicaty of the Koich, In tho first plece famous 
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paragraph 231 of the Versailles Treaty was to be abolished. That 
as tho paragraph which stated Germanrts sole rosponsibility for 
are Historical evonts o? all csuntrics hed long established 
we were no О nes responsible. In the second placo, 
confidentia slat 1 ranco had to be cstablished. 
PRESIDENT: The Tribunal docs not think that this 
roally is very important for then. 
DR. KUBUSCHOK: Мау I explain quite generally that the 


'" political evonts, formed tho 


n 


events in 1932, intornal and foroi 


key for the growth of tho NSDAP, which lod to the 30th of January, 

1933. 1с ciscussed various questions ho we d ssed the events 

of 1932 We will be able to cone bac! O I believe then we 

will first go on here. herefore, I ask to permit the discussion 
detail. 


ITNZSS: I will make it as brief as possible, Mr. 


IDENT: I think we had bottor 
not wheat you wero sugse 
"/ 1 


A 
А s у? 1, К» 
possibly cone LACK 


аца then g 
necessary? 

DR. KUBUSCHOK: Мо, that 
said that the discussion of conditic 


ne 41-а ATOT ^ GARS n» 
growth of the NSDAP and the 


defendant has boon dis- 
tine now, Surely wo can 


do with tho National 


WITNESS: I will come to th У lam 
Prosicont. I only wanted to say that I toc: up 
Lousanne and tried to achiovo understondin for the into 
tuation in Germany. I talked to the French prine ninistor 
gotiated with hin with respect to striking out that fanous 


graphes І negotiated a pa with hin, but nothing саго of 


2 uw 
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0157 —00 
For roasons wiich I do not want to go into now, tho final result 
of the con^ rence of Lousanno was 
BY DR. KUPUSCHOK: 
Q What was . point of viow in the armament quostion? 
А My point c: w in the arnanont question, which played 


a role in the year ready determined at that time in 


Lousanne with MacDonald, prine minister, and M. Herriot. Later, 


in an interview, I did di iis point of vicw with Herriot, I 
quoted this point of view again so as to have it well defined. Thai 
is in vocunent 55, In this document I said thet it was not a quo Sr 
tion of Germen rearnanent, but only a question of cqual rights апа 
equal troatnent for Gernany. 
I песа not quoto this document. It is in tho hands of tho 

Court , Dceurcnt 55. 

KUBUSCHOK: І Submit Locunent 55 as an exhibit, and 
further f^» to Docunont | aS glroady оооп submitted, on 


pago 9, anc Document 6, which I submitted as Exhibit 3, and refor 


of the Lousanne confer- 
"You nust give ne a firn poli- 
tical succes f go nacnt is tno last governnont in Germany. 
Later there be only rightists anc leftists, or extronists", 
But they дій not believe me, and returned from Lousenne with only 
a half-success. 


TES PRESIDENT: I think this would be a good tine to 


(А roecss was ta 
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57 —0058 
Щ-4-4Т-17-1 ч... 
i that the outcome of the Lousanne conference cid not 
Why did you, just the same, sign this contract? 
Sign it. Otherwise, there would have been a con- 
tinuation and Germany woul? havs bec-me an oconznie vaeun, Then we were 
confr ntec with the Roichsta; election and I had t: try t. salvare the 
ühe situations 
DR. KUBUSCHOK: In ccnnecti.n with this quosti.n, I should like to 
submit D cuusont No. 7, to become Papen Exhibit No. |, This document is a 
statement by vn Papen, dated the 12th -f July, 1932, the speech made at 
Lousanno, and with the permi n of the Tribunal, 


1 


in which Papen says: "But 


by former governments, just aslit 
sible with the solemn .blizati.ns --! 
docurent? No, 7 yu say? 

DR. KUBUSCHOK:  Docunont N. S Page 23 in Document Bock I, 
Exhibit No, Д, Му Lorde 

"-- just aslittle was this possible with the solemn joligati ons 
which were undertaken at that time by the government's parties in the 
the German people. The present government 
Situation which had been created by all f rner governments since signing the 
Versailles Treaty. This question f whether this situation can bo liquidated 
if Germany denies the validity of her Signature and with it places herself 
outside the conception f cultural and thor standards, I must answer it with 

definite "not, 

In tho reading of this quotation, I should like to p.int out that this 
attitude, especially since the propaganda given out by the NSDAP, this attitude 
taken by the defendant at that time is especially noteworthy. 


BY DR. KUBUSCHOK: 


Q On the 18th of July, 1932, tho Rcic’sminister of the Interior prohibited 


demonstrati ns. This was à ceneral Јесгес, as you have alread 

16-6, relating to the prohibition of 7 ng of w.iforms. Since 
prohibition had been lifted, what were the reasons for the pr.clamation arainst 
demonstrati ns being proclaimed? 


The condition under which Hin enburg had rescinded the prohibiticn 
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imple. In fret, the prohibition of wearing of uniforms was a decree which 
been rescinded, and that resindin; had been in effect for one month, fron 
Juno until July, and two weeks prior to tho election i had issucd the edicte 

the tremencous growth in the Nazi votes was the 
centire ccono.ie condition in which Germany found herself anc the fact of the 
cneral disappointment about 


lt was the conclusion that you crew 


The conclusion I drew was the sane opinion which 


+ 


he nec а; ave an interview te the 


"E 
interview I told tho cntiro world, "The Natio 

е ©4314 So. an? 

LOU MNSLVLLLUY 2 АК: 

constitution," 


fT tho 
JL Ч 


Hither... In 


him the necessity of his participati 


È 


cabinet. 
ns, tic Zentrum 
ollor, but Hitler himself did not want to becane 
ALlition, -overnnent. 
ry 


ie truth oz this picture is shown in Document 1, pave 


last page. I quote : 
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"Kaas, the lender of the Zentrum Party, demands 2 final solution of 
this crisis by the full responsible participation of the former opposition 
in the Reichseabinct." 

І su geste to Hitlor that he enter my cabinet сз Vice Chancellor, 
However, Hitler declinec. On the next day, we continued with our nerotia- 


tions, ^ni wo сіс this in the presence of the Reichspresicent, 


TT TEILT 


1 
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Hitler voiced the demand to the Reichs President to enter the Government 


together with his Party, but only on the condition that he himself be 
appointed Chancellor. And t! г be seen in this document on Page 6, 

Q It is document Number 1, your Honor. 

A The Reichs President did not believe that he should transfor com- 
plete authority to Hitler and rejected his proposal. At this point, our 
efforts for bringing National Socialism into a responsible Government had 
failede 

Q The defendant Von Papen voiced his opinions in a speech at Munich, 
a Speech which can bo found in the Document Book, Exhibit Noel, Page 10, 

After tho failure of these negotiations, the National Socialists entered 
into the most intense opposition of е Governmente Was your courso changed 
in any way through that opposition? 

А The attitude taken by the opposition, that is, by the 1 
the attitude against me and my Government did not change my course at al 
Оп 28 August, I deal with this order in detail, I spoke at Muenster about 
this mattere 

Q This specch may be found in document Noe 7, Exhibit Noe 7. І beg 
your pardon, document l, Page 7e nd on this page, I would like to have you 
peruse a roport on a judgment of a special court at Beuthene Ноге the very 
first death sentence pronounced on the terror dircctors of the 8th was p: 
and this terror directive ə e e The Prosecution wishos to incriminate 
defendant von Papen because of this terror directive. A death sentence а against 
5 National Socialists was found. 

On the th of September you issued an emergency decree to rovitalize 
economy. Since this decree is a nucleus in your Government when it comes to 
the solution of economic proble: I should likc to have you commont on this 
emorgoncy decree. 

A This emergency decree had teen discussed by me already, and I had 
stated that it comprised a program dealing with 232 billion Roichsmarks with 
the aim of creating work for ono and three-fourths million workers, people 
who werk unemployed, to supply themvith employnent. We made this gigantic 


effort without incurring even a penny more of increased foreign debt, and 





keine ШЇЇ 


if I may use these words to characterize the situation, it was tho utilization 


of our utmost and our last reserves of strength. The success already made 


itsclf noticeable in the first month in that tho unemployment figures 


decreased during the first month by 120,000. 
Q In one month? 
Yes, in one monthe 
Under tho framowork of supplying work to tho unemployed, were you 
with rearmament? 


Not at all. Му Government did not Support rearmanent with one 


And the details of this emergency decree may be found in document 
1, on pages 8 and 9, 
Why, on the 12th of September, was there another dissolution of the 
Reichstag? hat did you say about this on that evening over tho radio? 
А The new Reichstag met according to the constituti One My Government, 
as I have already said, could ing majority, but any other 
Government without Hitler was quite imoossib We could not form a Govern- 


c 


ment without hime Therefore, it was my suggestion, which was justificd, 
that this Reichstag would give my Government a reprieve, and especially since 
I had submitted a very decisive and a very comprehensive program to the 
Roichsstage 

Then, something happenede Something quite unexpected -= something 
quite fantastic and unheard of, The thing that happened was, so to speak, 
the prostitution of the Gorman parliament, M roering, the President 
of the German Reichsstag, now gave to the communist de ороло, Clara Zotkin, 

ard of attack on my government. When I asked for 

conditions to be heard, I who was the responsible Chancellor of this Govern- 
ment, in order to answer, I was refuscd to speak, and the Reichsstag Presidenh 
asked for a vote of no confidence and when the vote was brought in, it 
brought tho Communists, the Socialists and the National Socialists. The 
fact of this concerted motion on the part of the three partics really was 
meant to show what was to take place in Germany if and when 


partics were torule in Germany together, and such symptoms, such sig 


showed how imperative it was for mo to try not to crowd National Socialism 
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the Leftist wing, but to bring thom into my Government instead. 
Т was forced to give the dissolution order of the Reichsstag -- put 
and to leavoe 


| historic facts may be found in Document 1; 


document which I have already referred to without having 


а speech in Munich, on 12 October, you spoke about the question 
of a Constitutional Regine. Please tellus bricfly just what tyour opinions 


I 


were that you voiced on that occasione 


4 The Constitutional Regine I have already mentioned, 


was one 


of the more urgent cbjectivos and seins of my Government. 


this are show in this document on page 9 This regime was to comprise a 


regime of the right to vote so that this multiplicity of parties would bo 


ended.  4bove all, it was to get mor hority into the Government, and 


more of a possibility to rule than was possible under the Weimar Constitution, 


4. 


w Just to clarify, I should like to mention that the Constitutional 


ез wanted to do away with somo of the circumstances under which Article 
Imergeney Decrees, was issued he magnitude to which this took 


1 


"be seen in Document lL, which is an extract fron the wealth o emergency 


decrees which were issucde 


Witness, on the 6th of November 5 1932 here was 4 Reichsstag election, 
“hat was the clection slogan of the Government and what was your opinion 
about the result? 


A Unfortunately, we had to v program 


Government was identical 


me ant 


to bring about a now state leadership or a new way of carrying on 


authoritarian government could 


other with 
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In this аррса1 for oloction of 
I told hin TTE | of your perty, 
, E DI 


the Ёсе that yo fornan Cvorvthing or nothinc--thot was 
that tho Acich President could not rcco o nizo or acco; 
Ls is the thing that broucht about his Aocision or 1 
at stako tocar оро not whether 
or thet rerty loccoor will occupy tho Chanecllor!s chair, 
го be Bruenins, !litlor оруй Papen, but, rathor, 
is at stako is the fact that vo noot on c orr:on 
CPounc so that vital intorosts of tho Gorman 500P 10: ean bo 
cs surod "a 
Arou^h this Reichstac cloction that tho Vational 
Socialists, whom I was fi btin^ e sin С, WOULE bo woakono? in 
Q way 


thet this party would bo squeezce out of 1 


* [3^ 
"o 


al parliancntary rosition 


alin; tic formation Cate Nel 


„ B 
A P Я 3 P s 
M 04216.18 


Socialists to the oxtrome Richt wes Nos siplo 


position to continuo 
in a constitutional way, I trio^ onec 
10 various partics and the Nationel So ial ists, 
Ploaso ~ive us a picturo of thoso погобіаёіопз, 
These necotictions оро intorostin:;, and the Tribunal 


50 Jonuary, 


of sll, I triod to cloar tho situation with 


thet wero in opposition to nv Covernnent, and 


u 


13 


опо Social Domocrats and with tho Contor Party. 
^ den. D 3 E] 214 А 4 
Contor farty hole an acvorsc position. It wishoc a 
a coalition ‘overnnent with Hitlor, but Lr, Hitlor 


ovorn or rule with a perlianontory majoritye Pron 


"ocuront 2, pase 83, wo con с Tha he attituce of tho 


Conter 


Dea ptre " 
Party was» 
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Loule like to me 
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уо роасу to root the Reich on 


nont, Contlonon 
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C. 


said 
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I sh 


Progocutio 
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iitlor for 2 coalition 
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accord and thoro 
rlovenicnt Se 
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ILL bo Found in o ^on лов and 
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“That wero tho eonsoquoneos of your failure 
iont with tho 


The faLiure of 
instructed 


^4 


"ant efforts voro nodo 


f a 


your resignntion tovari forming 
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14 Juné-,-,G-21-1 Daniels 


On the «ath, dinuenburg received Monsisnor eos, the leeder 


of the Center Party. He declared thet Hitler had not even triéd 


to find out whether & ше jority government could be formed, but 
Monsignor Kees prouwised the Reich President to try once more to 
form a nejority &overnuent. 

On the &oth of Noveriber he reported to hindenburg thct the 
etteupt hed been in vein, thet the leeder of the Nezi fection, at 
thst tine Mr. Frick, hed steted thet the Perty would not be 
intcrested in such promises, ena the entire result, the foruiction 
of в coclition governuent with Hitler, was quite inpossibile. 

« Did otaer possibilities of coalition present thuuselves ? 
were there other possivbilitie C ше Jority 7 

there was ouly the possibility of a cabinet such as I hed 
a Dejority cabinets 

& Beceuse of these negotiations, houlû like to refer you 
to docunent 2, pages 14 ond 15, 

after this discussion between the Reich President end the 
leader of the Party hed failed, on the Li of Lecember, there 
wes e conversation between tae Reich President end between you 

Generel von Schleicher., This mecting Was especially importent 
for the future politicel development of Gerueny, end it is of 
tremendous historicel signifioriuoe, therefore, I should like to 
ask you to refer in detail to this conversation. 

д lhe Field Mershel,.on the lst of December, asked that 
Generel von ochleichter end I neet i for a conference. I should 
like to гешегк thet there hed been not previous conversation bet- 
Ween ur, von ocnleiener anû myself about tne possibilitics of a 
future governueüut for.etion taking plecses 

ir. von Hindenburg esked us about our attitude and our opinion. 
end I Set forth tne following : 

Ihe ettezpt to іпсогрогеъе the Nezi Party into the Presidentia’ 
cebinet of Hindenburg hed twice feiled. Hitler wes є1во rejecting 
e coclition governuent. On the other Hand, he wes bringing £ bout 


a tremendous eiiount of opposition and wes trying to herve cll of 


uma ШШ 
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my decrees rescinded or lifted through the Reichstege І said 


14 June = 4 = LG -8l = & niels 


" Therefore, if there is not possibility to form a parliamentary 


government or to incorporete Hitler into our Presidential cabinet 


or Presidentiel governuent without шекіпе hin chan céllor, then a 
stete of emergency hes erisen which requircs extreordinery iesSure, 
end steps to be taken. Therefore, І propose to have s recess of 


the perliement for severe] months, end then deel with a consti- 


constitutionel reforus were to be presented to the heichst 
the people. 
This proposal, of course, neant c violetion of the constitution 
I emphasized tuet І knew how grect the lyportance wes, that a 
greet soldier and & ce t stotesuen wes doing that under state 
oath. However, es fer &8 z nscienece wes concerned, e violation 
of the constitution sec.eà quite ji ifieble, beceuse of the 
extreordinery situsetion which obteined he Ger.cn Constit 
hed not mede y provisions for 
Then he wentioned von ochleicher, and voa wchicicher ssid : 
" Mr. Field Marshal, i have ғ plen which will deke it unncicessary 
for you to bresk your oeth to the Consti 
reedy ond willing to put the 
being von Schicicher-- 


perliezentery me jority in the keichstce 


thet abouts” 
In the discussion 
ue to ms whetüer e 


wes loyel to nitler-- could 
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be brou ht aboute I ronin' oc tho Ficld Marshi 
himself cf woak parlia 


However, the proposals were thrown cvor 


t 


ET Ioue Se Aceto PEE 
OIC h the solution offered 


Sci:lvicher, Tho soluti provisinel 
= 


a very doubtful neasure. 
dhat was the decision of the Reich President 


The “ccision of the Ficld Larshal was perhaps the nos? difficult thc 


Ad 


lon: life. “ithout ;ivin: any further reasons, ho told 


shall decide for the solution cf jr.v asking; you to immediately 


take up nesotiations so that you can an five 
instructions to your sovernncnt; that is, the proposals that you have just 


the conferonce was 2} én onis 
sthlcicher 


ade 1 + ~ 
WIUD Го von 


acquicsce and rec 


ire von Schloichor s: 


ministers, 
von Schleicher 
told us that If there is a civil 
war, the Reichswehr 
country e" 
I int.rruptc^ my nesotiaticns und I called 
e І pictured tho situation to the cai 
von Hindenbure had made I asked 
believed that there would b 
ос in a position to kcop law and order in tho ecuntry. 


‘cneral staff officcrs suxicnc whe the cabinet 


л а practical point of w and tha f tnoorotical 


reasins as voll, it fcllowod that tho Reich 


sition to keop low and order in the vountry, 
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Then I said to the now situntion thich 


Il vil 


со опе reich resite 


went to Hincei 


stirred boc nnot 
wor in 


4. у 


von Schleicher i inion, I must s 
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S which hc ir 


teler 4 tei J; 


P * , : E NE er S 
Did HI. von 2$ ^ v 
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on the Ath of January. 


hours 2,0, that they started 


L3 45 з А22; EE WS 51 ZU a 
ovlations started car r than this. 


like to say bricfly, 


Wo ore concornoc with пого This conference 
tho prosecution asserts thot гд the occasion с 


Д n of the conference 


conspired with the Nationa Socio 
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A Quite the contrary. Immediately after this conference at Cologne, 
I wrote a letter to ir. von Schleicher, which he would have to receive the 
next mrning. And after I had returne to Berlin, I went at once to Mr. von 
Schleicher and told hin just what had been discussed at this conference, 


4 
A 


Thereupon, Мг. von Schlsicher issued an official communique. Document No.9. 


Q 9-41 


А Yes; 9-A deals with this communique. I should like to submit 


2 


Document 9-A. In this document it seys that these official reports shewed 
thet there was nothing to do with these controversies which existed between 
Reichschencellor von Schleicher end Mre von Papen. 
ч Did you, fron the 9th until the 2222 of January participate in 
politicel 2iscussi^ns about the forming of а nwa government? 
A 15. Between the 9th and 22nd of January. I did nct participate in 
any political discussions abcut the formation of a govornuent, 
2 tell us briefly, in the way cf a survoy, tho manner of the 
political Cevelopuent, starting with the 10th until the 21st of January? 
А The presecution asserts that now in the intarval botwoon 
the 30th of Jenuary, I was the chief factcr in formine the sovornment of 
аѕѕцпей power on the g0th of January. 
пау bo shown on the basis of chronclogy that 
the llth anf. the 20th how completely wrons this clein anc 
presecuticn actually is. Therefcrs, I shall have to mer 
in this connection. 
On tho llth 
Schleicher, von Hugenborg, 
the council cf elder 
von Schleicher", 
On the 13th of January: "Schleicher received Hugenberg, tho chief 
of the rightist rovenent!, 
14th: "Hincenbur.: received Eugenbeor.", 
Later оп we shell soe thet on beth of 33 Gay igonberg, 
cf tho "risht flank" nogotiated with von Schleicher abcut his entry іп- 
not abcut the formation of a government with Hitler. 
Then on the 15th of Janvary, the well known elections tock place. 


these Lippe Wahlen gava the National Scciolists пого strength. 
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On the 20th of January, the Reichstag, through the Council of 
Elders, decided to meet, and met on the 3lst rather than on the 24th, as had 
been scheduled. 

The state secretary cf the Reich government vcn Schleicher 
declarsêd in this ccnnecticn, "The Reich government intends to clear the 
political situaticn as quickly as pcssible, But as far as questions ^f 
majority are concerned, the Reich government is really not interested in this 
Majority problem." 

From that we œ ulg von Schleicher would nct ovon 

tho formation of a government on the basis of majority partics. 

Now we cen turn fron the generel political developments and turn 

personal activities. 


into another subject, we 


had better acjourn. 


(The Tribunal adjournec until 1000 hours, коппу, 17 June, 1946) 





